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Archdiocese of Southwark Bishops’ Certificate/National Accrediting Board of Studies 
Post 16 General Religious Education Programme
Rationale

This course aims to provide a course in Post-16 General Religious Education that builds on students’ learning experiences in previous key stages that enables the distinctive nature of Catholic education in the curriculum to be fully explored and thus provide a programme of ‘additionality’.

The programme adheres to the Curriculum Directory which is underpinned by four key documents and other related documents of the Second Vatican Council and subsequent Vatican, national and diocesan documents.
In general the course aims to:

· develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to think spiritually, ethically and theologically, and to be aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life;

· enable students to reflect critically on the ultimate questions of life;

· develop skills required to engage in critical examination of and reflect upon religious belief and practice in our culture;

· enable each student to explore and respect different faith traditions within contemporary society;

· help each student to develop and be able to articulate their own faith positions;

· enable each student to appreciate the relationship between religious belief, personal faith and lived experience;

· enable each student to develop the skills and attitudes to respond to the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life.
The course requires 30 guided learning hours for each year.  In this framework there are 14 modules of which 5 will be chosen for Year 12 and a further 5 for Year 13 with each module timetabled for SIX teaching hours.  It is recommended that the first module be What Makes Us Human and the final one Relationships.  If the Vocational/Experiential Module is chosen, the teaching time and student preparation time should fall within the allocated timetable and must be monitored so that students comply with the time allocated.  This is particularly important if a student, as part of their vocational project, assists with helping others to understand their faith, for example working with small groups of pupils in Key Stage 2 or 3.  In this situation the student must include full details in their portfolio, including aims and learning outcomes with evidence of work produced by pupils.  The Module Faith in Britain could be extended to two modules by addressing at least two faiths in Year 12 and two further faiths in Year 13.  The aims and learning outcomes should translate across each module.
Topics and Issues Included in the Programme

A framework for each suggested module is shown below.  The topics included are: What Makes Us Human; Morality in the Last century; Who Do You Say I Am?; Ultimate Questions; The Problem of Evil; Sociology of Religion 1 & 2; Christianity and Science; Religious Experience; Religion in Britain; Prayer and Life; Church and life-snapshots; Vocational/Experiential Module; Relationships.
Aims and Learning Outcomes

The general aims are shown above and the aims and learning outcomes are shown in the framework for each module below.

Methods of Evaluation and Assessment

An outline of various approaches to assessment is indicated within the framework for each module below.  In addition to these:

· a record of student attendance must be kept as part of the process of accreditation and attendance at lessons is compulsory

· a record of assessments and attendance will be kept

· students should keep a portfolio of their work over the two years.

Records of the above will be kept for the Diocesan RE Adviser in order to monitor and quality assure the programme.
Organisational Arrangements

Timetable planning and teaching group arrangements should be included at the end of this document.

Certification

Students who have satisfactorily completed the course will be awarded The Bishops’ Certificate.  The school/college will inform the Diocesan Adviser of the number of certificates issued on an annual basis.
What makes us human?

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	To promote discussion of 

Students beliefs
	Reflect on the shallowness of

Contemporary appearances


	Jung’s model of self

Observations of the perfect

Person! How are we defined
	Examine and discuss people who 

Matter, biological composition

and influences
	Way of Life

	Present the topic of 

Evolution
	Know the different views

Concerning evolution
	Natural Sciences-Evolution:

The work of Darwin, Lorenz and Eisely


	Read and evaluate
	Community

	Explore Changing role of 

Woman
	Describe the contribution

Of feminism and role in religion
	Feminism- a new beginning?


	Discuss- notes
	Way of Life, Community

	Promote discussion of 

Existentialism
	Explain nature of freedom
	Existentialism, Kierkegaard,

Sartre, Marcel and Niebuhr


	Worksheet completed-showing links
	Community



	Provide setting for time-out


	Self-reflection
	Meditation and images of human integrity


	Meditation and discussion
	Revelation, 

Celebration




Morality in the Last Century

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Explore values
	Know the different types

Of decision making processes


	What is Morality? Explore and

Contrast relative and absolute morality. How are ethical 

Decision arrived at?
	Discuss worksheet
	Way of Life

	Diversity of values
	Explore Christian

ideas
	Case Study: Pornography and 

Censorship. Does religion have a voice?


	Mind-map
	Ditto

	ditto
	Make informed choice based

on scripture and teaching
	Case study: Sexuality.

Promiscuity and freedom.

An authentic choice?


	discuss
	Ditto

	Develop skills 

Necessary for decision

-making
	Address the existence of evil
	How do we remember genocide?

Do we learn from mistakes?


	discuss
	Ditto



	As Above


	As Above
	Power-Point presentation


	presentation
	


Who do you say I am?

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	To study the Holy name

Of God
	Identify links with 

O.T and reflect on these


	Reflection on Mark 8.27-33
	Worksheet

completion
	Revelation-explored the nature of faith through Jesus Christ

	The values of art as an

Aid to experience
	Reflect on Spiritual

Nature of art as a life

long search for spirituality
	Images of Christ Art


	Observation

discussion
	Celebration-reflective experiences

	Study Feminist views of 

God ‘Talk’
	Consider revision of

Assumptions made of God
	God Language- The feminist

critique


	Debate
	What of life-different 

Models of service

	Explore diverse views
	To evaluate the prospect of atheism
	Neitzsche: ‘ The Joyful Wisdom’


	Reading –

Discussion


	Way of Life- informed choices founded on truth



	
	To deliver a presentation
	Power-Point presentation four minutes

Per group. Can take one explicit idea

From the above or a general approach.


	On presentation
	


Ultimate Questions

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	To explore quest for

Meaning


	Know the background and 

meaning of the Apocalypse story 


	Glimpsing the apocalypse- 

The Book of revelations
	Reading, discussion
	Revelation

	To explore types of

Experience
	Examine other experiences
	Life after death

(NDE’s) explored


	Discuss video
	Ditto

	And to look at what the 

Church states on these

Issues
	Explain how Tradition deals with

This subject’s truth claims
	Life after death-revelation,

Experience and hopes
	Discuss worksheet
	Ditto

	Examine writing on heaven and hell
	Discuss and assess theological standpoints
	Heaven and Hell-Theology 

And mankind-Swinburne and Kvanvig
	Create mind-map
	Ditto

	
	As above
	Display
	Product


	


The Problem of Evil

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Introduce module                   
	
	Types of evil and the love of God.         
	
	

	Familiarise students in

Augustinian theology


	Know the classic response to evil


	Augustine and Iranean theodicies
	Worksheet-knowledge


	

	Enable students to comment on theodicies


	ditto and contrast the two theodicies


	Theodicies-part 2.


	Discuss and annotate theodicies (worksheet).


	

	Discuss Lewis and Peter De rosa’s views on the problem of evil


	To evaluate the prospect of atheism Explain modern evaluations of this concern


	CS. Lewis-A response to evil.
	Reflection on Lewis and De Rosa theology, does this answer the

problem of evil?-debate and preparation


	

	
	
	
	presentation
	


Sociology of Religion

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	To introduce the topic
	An examination of the social

phenomena of religion.

Investigate laws and rights


	What is the significance of

religion in society?


	Worksheet, discussion.


	Community-(Appreciate the complexity of belonging to

groups)

	Examine three major exponents


	Know the views of Marxism,

Functionalism and Action Theory.

Emphasis on Marxism
	Classic Theories: Marx, Durkheim

and Weber.


	discussion-reflect on the Scripture message that ‘blessed are the

poor’.
	ditto



	Examine current trends in the

sociology of religion
	Examine anomie, collective

conscience, social control etc. as

aspects of functionalism
	Classic theories (2)


	mind-map of Tischler’s five

functions of religion.
	Ditto

	ditto


	Know about Action Theory

focusing on theodicy of

disprivilege


	Classic Theories (3)
	Discuss the link between

economics and belief systems.
	

	Reflect on the topic
	Discuss, competently, the contribution of sociology in understanding religion in society.
	Where does sociology take religion?
	Evaluation-presentation
	ditto


Sociology of Religion 2

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Re-cap on previous work
	Re-call sociological developments
	Review of year 12 module.

Weakness of Marxism, functionalism and action theory
	Worksheet-self-evalutation
	Way of Life

	Introduce modern sociological ideas
	Understand Phenomenology as a development
	Phenomenology-Berger and 

Luckmann
	Discussion
	ditto



	Explain modern movements
	Contrast sociological interpretations of religion
	Neo-Marxism-Abercrombie and Miliband

	Discussion
	ditto

	Concept of changes in ideas
	Know what is meant by exchange-theory
	Exchange theory-Stark and Bainbridge
	Discussion and complete worksheet


	ditto

	Development and history
	Understanding of the importance of sociological views of religion


	Postmodernism-Lyotard
	Provide a mind-map to review topic
	ditto


Christianity and Science?

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Introduce the problem
	Know the different methods of 

understanding truth-statements
	The role of science in life.

Truth and progress. Language

And verification


	Questions-answer: types of  statements
	Way of Life-Diversity of values

	Present topical issue showing relevant issue e.g. cloning


	Identify the issues that arise from 

this topic
	Science and the state: ethical 

Implications
	Discussion
	Community, Way of Life’

	Conflict and understanding’ in the field
	Discuss Creationism and evolution
	Theology and science-creation
	Complete worksheet
	Revelation

	Gospel values as creating concern
	Explain the moral significance of 

justice in medical ethics
	Human values-science and

Religion in conflict: medical 

Research, cost of scientific

Experiments


	Discussion
	Community: Church, Community of believers,

Way of Life

	Ditto-and as a way forward


	Discuss how Christianity has

a vital moral role in developing 

ethical decisions
	Human values-science and religion

as dialogue
	Discussion and presentation of key findings
	Ditto


Religious Experience

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Introduce strands of religion
	Know the six dimensions
	The six dimensions of  religion

Smart. Study examples of 

experiences-noting types


	Worksheet


	Celebration

	Introduce ‘Mysticism’
	Appreciate mysticism as part 

of Church tradition


	Julian of Norwich-revelation 

of Divine Love.
	notes
	Revelation, celebration

	Present modern prayer/religious writing
	Writing as worship
	Margaret Spufford-Celebration
	Flow diagram
	Ditto

	Experience and faith
	Understanding of experiential

faith
	Visions of Our Lady-Lourdes

Knock, Fatima etc. Explain why 

Experiences are still encountered


	Discussion


	ditto

	Enable student to reflect on the topic trough a form of worship


	Reflect on topic
	Meditation-reflecting on how we 

Perceive God
	Create a model which

Expresses their feelings
	Celebration




Religion in Britain

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Introduce the variety of 

Belief in Britain
	Know the difference between

a world faith and cult
	Religious belief in Britain
	Complete chart
	Revelation, Community

	Understanding the News!
	Evaluate how the media presents

World faiths


	News clips, Newspapers-bias

and ignorance
	Brainstorm
	Ditto( and the Way of Life)

	Study two major faiths

From any of the following

Islam
	Know the principles of the Five

Pillars of Islam
	Islam-images, video, New

Internationalist
	Mind-map
	Ditto

	Judaism
	The development of Judaism;

Varieties of Judaism;
	Internet research
	Questions and answers
	Ditto

	Hinduism


	Know the importance of the Hindu

trinity
	Polytheism and the one Supreme

Being


	discuss
	Ditto




Prayer and Life

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	AWARENESS OF PRAYER
	Understand the different types of 

Prayer and personal growth
	Adults and prayer-contrast

With past. What we believe
	Discuss
	Celebration

	Develop a knowledge and 

Understanding of the forms of prayer


	Understand the spiritual search

For growth
	Prayer as part of the human 

Experience-types of prayer
	Reflection


	Ditto

	Explore types of worship
	To identify the meaning of worship,

contrasting the private and communal role
	Explore spiritual dimension 

and contrast with perceptions of communal celebrations
	Discuss
	Ditto

	Experience prayer and worship
	Experiment with prayer
	Prepare para-liturgy
	Preparation and..
	Ditto

	ditto


	Ditto (as both communal and personal)
	Liturgical celebration e.g. retreat,

Sponsored fast etc
	completion
	Ditto




Church and life-snapshots!

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Introduce the historical

Background of Vatican II
	Explain the broad changes in

Church teaching in the last

Century


	Examine the historical

Background of Vatican II
	Mind-map completed
	Revelation, tradition

	To review the shift in the 

Understanding of sin
	Explain the different 

understanding of sin


	Life-centred dialogue-

An understanding of sin
	discussion
	Way of Life, Revelation

	Present the concept of ‘new movements’ and…..


	Explain the significance of 

Liberation theology
	The political order-liberation

Movements
	discussion
	ditto

	Link these to scripture and church teaching
	Identify the significance of 

Black Theology
	Liberation movements(2)- the

Possibility of an African Pope
	Questions and answers

-guided exploration


	ditto



	Introduce the nature of feminism as relating to many areas-narrowing the discussion towards

Understanding God


	Evaluate the importance of the

Feminist movement in addressing

The understanding of God
	Talking about God and worship
	Power point  presentation
	Way of Life, Celebration


Vocational/Experiential Module

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	This aims to enable students to prepare a retreat, assembly, Mass, Senior Citizens Party, Work for Amnesty etc.


	Deliver successfully the 

Identified area
	Relevant to the choice e.g. 

Organise a Family Feast

Day-Soup and rolls at

Dinner time, collection etc


	Self- Evaluation            
	Way of Life

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Relationships

Aim of Unit


 Learning Outcomes
               Contents
                          Assessment

             Curriculum Directory

	Awareness of self
	Understand what makes them

Who they are. Awareness of

Inherent dignity


	Who am I ?
	Discussion
	‘Way of Life’ throughout

this module.

	That value of others starts with self. 

(Creation Ordinance) 
	Explore values which underpin

A good relationship with others


	I’m okay- You’re okay
	Discussion
	Ditto

	Know the importance of love, patience and understanding in helping relationships.
	The importance of self-worth

As Christian life model in helping

Others
	Value systems and the opposite

Sex.


	Discussion, Completed worksheet
	Ditto

	To make informed judgements in this area
	Explore diversity of values and 

Conflicts which they create
	Sexual Morality
	Discussion
	Ditto

	ditto
	Identify the value of Catholic

Social teaching as enhancing the 

Individual’s life
	Marriage and Family Life
	Group reflection on Church

Teaching- appraisal
	Ditto
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