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Archdiocese of Southwark
Statement on Academies from Archbishop Peter Smith and the Diocesan Trustees

We have considered the government’s policy of encouraging schools to become academies and reflected on the opportunities and challenges it presents for Catholic education in our Diocese.  In accordance with our Diocesan Vision for Education, we are committed to ‘discern the signs of the times and be open to positive change and development’
 and so we welcome the possibility of using the academies initiative for the good of our children and young people.
We are most grateful to the chairs of governors and headteachers who responded to the Diocesan consultation on academies.   The views expressed were carefully considered at the meeting of the Diocesan Education Committee on 18 February 2011 and contributed to our decision to confirm academy status as a potentially exciting development for some of our schools.

We are therefore continuing to work on processes and structures which will enable Catholic schools in the Diocese to apply to become academies if they wish to do so, and if they are sufficiently prepared to take on the additional responsibilities the change will entail.  In a Diocese as richly diverse as our own, we will need different structural arrangements for different local areas, and there remain some issues yet to be resolved at national level.  
We have asked Dr Dilys Wadman to set up a working group, with Mgr Martin Lee and a small number of headteachers, to recommend the process to be used in dealing with applications, which will require our consent, the best way for these applications to be presented to us and the criteria we will use for making decisions.  We will let you know  when we are ready to receive applications.  
We are aware of the desire of some schools to move as quickly as possible.  We know that your concern for the common good will help you to see that it will not be appropriate for a school to move forward individually in isolation from its local community of Catholic schools, whether these are considering changing status or not.  Interested schools should use this time to develop still further strong local partnerships and to ensure that governors are fully aware of the implications of the change for their own role and liabilities which will be required.
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